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“You'll still see
some benefit on
the demand for
credit, but it will
certainly be a
smaller tailwind.”

Rick Ratkowski, Managing Director
Investment Strategies
As quoted in Bloomberg
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Bloomberg recently featured Rick Ratkowski, Managing Director of Investment Strategies at NISA,
in a piece examining a major shift in the corporate bond market. As company pension plans reach
historic funding levels, the long-running de-risking trend that has driven demand for corporate
bonds is beginning to slow.

Rick offered his perspective on what this shift means for credit markets: “You'll still see some
benefit on the demand for credit, but it will certainly be a smaller tailwind."”

To track corporate pension funding levels, NISA publishes the Pension Surplus Index (PSRX®)
monthly. The April release includes the annual update to the constituents of the PSRX, which is
based on data from the 100 largest corporate defined benefit plans, as determined by NISA.

Read more of the article with a Bloomberg subscription here.


https://www.nisa.com/market-updates/psrx/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-01/company-pension-funds-stuffed-with-bonds-ease-up-on-debt-buying?srnd=undefined

Disclosure Information

By accepting this material, you acknowledge, understand and accept the following:

This material has been prepared by NISA Investment Advisors, LLC (“NISA"). This material is
subject to change without notice. This document is for information and illustrative purposes only. It
is not, and should not be regarded as "“investment advice” or as a “recommendation” regarding a
course of action, including without limitation as those terms are used in any applicable law or
regulation. This information is provided with the understanding that with respect to the material
provided herein (i) NISA is not acting in a fiduciary or advisory capacity under any contract with
you, or any applicable law or regulation, (ii) that you will make your own independent decision with
respect to any course of action in connection herewith, as to whether such course of action is
appropriate or proper based on your own judgment and your specific circumstances and
objectives, (iii) that you are capable of understanding and assessing the merits of a course of
action and evaluating investment risks independently, and (iv) to the extent you are acting with
respect to an ERISA plan, you are deemed to represent to NISA that you qualify and shall be
treated as an independent fiduciary for purposes of applicable regulation. NISA does not purport
to and does not, in any fashion, provide tax, accounting, actuarial, recordkeeping, legal,
broker/dealer or any related services. You should consult your advisors with respect to these
areas and the material presented herein. You may not rely on the material contained herein. NISA
shall not have any liability for any damages of any kind whatsoever relating to this material. No part
of this document may be reproduced in any manner, in whole or in part, without the written
permission of NISA except for your internal use. This material is being provided to you at no cost
and any fees paid by you to NISA are solely for the provision of investment management services
pursuant to a written agreement. All of the foregoing statements apply regardless of (i) whether
you now currently or may in the future become a client of NISA and (ii) the terms contained in any
applicable investment management agreement or similar contract between you and NISA.



